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‘ "There ig one word that acs. Yurii Titov a letter and copy of 
+ evibes her perfectly; staunch, the ‘Gospels '.” 
| She is a very strong-willed person = It was while Brooke was vis- 
‘\ indeed. I have tremendous ad- iting Konstantinov, a 29-year-old 
‘ miration for her.” medical research scientist, that 
From the West Country, three plain-clothes Tussian secu- 
Brooke moved to London, teach- vity men called at the apart. 
: ing Russian to other school. ment and bundled Brooke away 
: ‘1 teachers at the Holborn College in a car. 
“of Law, Languages and‘ Com- Brooke was Jater sentenced 
_ |! merce. His-wife took a Jibrarian’s for “ subversive activities” to a 
Lo -,i fob for the London Borough of year in prison and four years in 
Mele gs ‘'Camden, . , a Jabour colony. 
woyoh "They settled in. They bought’ How far was Gerald Brooke’s 
a -' >! » house with a garden in High- offence “a minor infringement” 
‘wood Avenue, North Finchley. which produced “savage penal- 
Anyone visiting the house waa ties’—the line taken by Sir Alec 
icft in no doubt as to the couple's’ Douglas-Home in the Commons 
interests: the rooms scemed to debate last week? 
be full of bookshelves, virtually . On television Brooke admitted 
NOB ; a library of books in Russian, that he had been carrying 
“Studies, After taking ev oe Peeing justeuetions for receiving 
om dics, : ‘As! Rut there were other books in radio signals in Russia. ey: 
a aah CLOSIEUR: team degree in Russian, will honours: other languages. Brooke also. had. a much more close con- ; 
HE confusion surround: he spent 2 yon La lovchd on. spoke French, German, Italian‘ nection with cspionage than. 
ing the release last week a British’ Council scholarship. —*!" sng. Spanish, : - anti-Soviet literature’ he said. 
- Yn Moscow he did post-gradue * y tnig tj Brooke, like .. Whether his offence deserved 
of Gerald Brooke, the Shef-.,; om a 19th-contury | _ By this time, Brooke, like 
: ;, ate research vs many others in the Russian Hie savage penalty depends on - : 
field_lecturer now back in Russian weiter, Compares wire Hopartments of schools and. col//the importance of the N.T.S. : 
his Finchley home from the eee ee ieniielt eee high °Jeges, had learned of the N.T:6/ To many  Russian-speaking . 
Soviet prison camp at Pot- °° ts and were allowed to (Popular Labour Alliance), the ‘academics the N.T.S, is best | 
ma, centres on one yital rants and Mere ply freely. most active of the many poh- known for the material it pub- | 
uestion: Was Brooke an in- ; ¥ * tical Russian émigré groups scat-: lishes in its literary quarterly, 
g - ‘4 Some of the English students garoq throughout the world 
nocent idealist, or was be found themselves being followed - : 
something much closer to a when they moved about Moscow; tt is dedicated to the over- 
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Grant. These are manuscripts of 
‘novels, short stories and poems, 
often of the highest literary 


= ly enough, this rarely. throw of the Soviet regime and calibre, smutgled out of Russi 
spy? Panpened to Brooke. One of; to the establishment of a demo- ey EE a ee 
The story of how he be- the. things he_ particularly en-! cratic system in Russia. paillentinne oe ae: 


’. came involved with a Russian joyed during his visit was skiing; One lecturer in Russian told “I was assured this was _ its 
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- fe was a Queen's Scout, being 


‘anti + Soviet organisation on the outskirts of Moscow. | CLOSE-UP: “YT ran up against: main activity,” one Russian _ 
‘throws light on his curious Brooke's year in Moscow! the N.T.S. in London when I was teacher told us, “and that it. 
television confession that he would have made him aware of | at the London School of Eco- met with general approval inthe — 
was delving into activities other more sinister aspects of | nomics, Naturally I made all West.” 
een ssian life. Every student re-j kinds of Russian friends and. Im fact the Russian P kes 
“close to espionage.” Russian life. Every studen t __ In fact the Russian Press takes | | 
oF ceived a Forcign Office bricfing| through dinner partics and at it far more scriously, making free 
“- ' The story of Gerald Brooke pefore they set off, warning! seminars I came into contact quent claims that it is hand-in 
: peels bn Shen Yorn them about the K.G.B. | with N.T.S. members. glove with the GJ.A, and hi: 
1937. His father “ Reinet Naan . And in_their first week: there “Nobody ever asked me. dir-‘seeret agents déditdted to the: : 
> Amtonist. was a-saleaman for a. (0%, Stuaents were already; ectly to become an N.T.S. ‘infiltration of the State, ae 
ie id * hant. His mother talking among themselves about! courier, but two or three times The N.T.S. has its headquar-. -- 
ST So nn vords at hig (te men who trailed them round) during conversations, : people ‘ters in Panis, and a Swiss bank’ 
trial, “deprived herself of atthe the, strects—occasionally — so) were obviously waiting for me to ‘ account for contributions. Its 
SEGEe ia. Ge: Minh the obviously that it scemed as if; offer.” main publicity and publishing © 
best possible MLD they wanted to be noticed. ._ Brooke was approached in centre is in Frankfurt, where it. | 
Marion Brook : idowed The following year found him | exactly this way. His background ‘enjoys political asylum. ed 
bt aurea aac Topless owed: back in Britain at Oxford doing | and reliability | were checked... Jt claims thousands of mem 
Pas nodist id os oF scltbetter. 2 year’s Diploma of Education | Someone in the organisation who. pers in the West, particularly 
Saat ence toa ort ct course, This was. followed by! knew him told us: “Gerald was, jn the United States and Canada, 
ment that were to take a earsan tires, years teaching Russian. never a formal member of tho and maintains that it is financed 
Pic teretield. to Oxford and} 274, French at Hele’s School, N.T.S.. He was approached in only by friends’ and members’ 
ace ous ield, to Oxford and) counam, Exeter, acting as Scout+; 1965 by a sympathiser-in Brit+, contributions. It says that any 
OSCOW » VOAVETSI HES: master of the school troop. —. ain.” official CLA. or government _ 
| Brooks 3 ove ior ie stem: rn April 1962 Brooke returned’ In Germany, CLOSE-UP was. money ‘is out of the question: ~ 
ee an Lae a tor sepa, to Sheffield to marry Barbara given the oficial N.T.S. version although possibly agencics may ° 
at old headmaster_at Firth Parle prown, a night-watchman’s of what Brooke was doing for.try to subsidise their activities 
,School, Sheffield. Chapman spot: Gaughter. She had been worke, the organisation when he arrived with the help. of “private spon-"”: 
lea ne ee tot ene ae Ing in various. Sue iicls brani, in ew vith his mite and sors.” ed 
1 libraries and had risen to the’ party of young tourists on April. Jt claims never to have agreed 
less by the school when he was post of Senior Assistant in the, Ta. 1965. 'te carry out intelligence work, | 
Only “nes sai i? Commerce, Science and Techno. rooke, ‘arrested seven days. and its main work is anti-Soviet :, 
:. Chapman recalled: “TI remem, jogy section of the city’s central after arriving in the Russian propaganda, Two small N.T.S. 
ber Gerald well. He was bright,’ jibrary. capital, had gone to Moscow on radio transmitters beam Radio | 
intelligent and rather extrovert’). they got married at Hanover “hig own initiative and his owo Free Russia for up to ten hours, ; ° 
_. Brooke joined the Scouts?! Chapel, a great draughty hall: money, say the N.T.S. - daily. : | 
.. Sheffield’s 46th St. Paul's Norton, of ‘gq place now no longer in upon ideological reasons he:. The: N.T.S, headquarters ‘in| 
Lees troop. By February 1954 | use.” said a friend. “She Wore goread to carry out certain : mt 
* white, and the gucsts Were, work for N.T.S. There were 
‘chosen to attend the Fichth Jam-. mainly friends from the chapel! three commissions: , to. post - 
boree in Canada in 1955. | and Gerald’s old school”, jsome letters; to give (Yurii) 


He left home for L i ee 
1956 to take a. Snrce-yeaNORFAved Fy bre epoca Als PH, nd¢ netersnav real bes AH 0001 5 
‘at the London University School:- of the couple told CLOSE-UP: were concealed; and to give, 
of Slavonic and East European’ “ee i pote ae atl ead 
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